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The Art of 
Holding Fearless 

Dialogues in a 
Liminal Season

Child Advocacy Center,
North Carolina

Facilitated by Rev. Dr. Percy D. 
Johnson, Jr., ThD, Dmin,      

Pre-Licensed LMFT 

Agenda 
and 

Objective 
of 

Purpose

• Human progress is 
neither automatic nor 
inevitable... Every 
step toward the goal 
of justice requires 
sacrifice, suffering, 
and struggle; the 
tireless exertions and 
passionate concern of 
dedicated individuals. 
(Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.)
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Critical 
Thinking 

and 
Multiple 
Angels of 
Resolve

• Rarely do we find 
men (women) who 
willingly engage in 
hard, solid thinking. 
There is an almost 
universal quest for 
easy answers and 
half-baked solutions. 
Nothing pains some 
people more than 
having to think. (Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

Fearless Dialogue

I See You
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Fearless Dialogue

• Centuries ago, individuals inscribed sacred 
bonds with each other by declaring a 
troth.

• Troth, old English, is an ancient vow where 
persons or communities entered a 
covenant to engage in a mutually 
accountable and transforming 
relationship.

• The solemn promises forged relationships 
of trust and faith in the face of 
unknowable risks (Palmer, Parker J. To 
Know as we are Known: Education as a 
Spiritual journey. (Harper &Row, 1983), 5.

• Invisibility
• Intentional unwillingness to be 

seen. 
• An unexamined life and the 

complicit acceptance of a 
limiting identity and failure to 
risk self-scrutiny to know one’s 
own humanity. 

• Mutability
• Muteness alludes to silencing 

by outside forces rendering a 
person mute.

• Internal muting in which 
actions and are contained, 
repressed, and not expressed 
in verbal utterance. 
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• “I am invisible, understand, 
simply because people refuse to 
see me. Like the bodiless heads 
you see sometimes in circus 
sideshows, it is as though I have 
been surrounded by mirrors of 
hard, distorting glass. When they 
approach me they see only my 
surroundings, themselves or 
figments of their imagination, 
indeed, everything and anything 
except me.”  (Ralph Ellison, 
Invisible Man)

Woke

Refers to being aware or 
well informed in a 
political or cultural sense, 

Focused on issues 
surrounding marginalized 
communities –

Describes someone who 
has “woken up” to issues 
of social injustice.
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Merriam-
Webster

Individuals --“Aware of and actively 
attentive to important facts and 
issues (especially issues of racial 
and social justice).”

Black community, communities of 
color, many liberal thinking and 
marginalized communities for those 
who were self-aware, questioning 
the dominant paradigm, and 
striving for something better.”

Liminality

The word “liminal” comes from the 
Latin word limens, which means, 
"threshold." 

“… It is when you have left the tried 
and true but have not yet been able to 
replace it with anything else.  It is 
when you are between your old 
comfort zone and any possible new 
answer. If you are not trained in how to 
hold anxiety, how to live with 
ambiguity, how to entrust and wait, 
you will run…anything to flee this 
terrible cloud of unknowing.”Richard
Rohr 
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Seeing Self 
and 

Another as 
they Are

• Creating a sacred space 
(Crucible)

• Inviting an Intimate 
Stranger

• Radical Hospitality
• Moving away from 

“shoulding and oughts.”
• Constructing an open 

space

Listening 
and 

Hearing

Requires being actively present with 
another human being

Placing a value on the human living 
document that is sharing space with 
you.

Attentively striving to hear and 
understand what the person is 
saying and feeling.

Listening in this sense is an act of 
Love and Respect.
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Paul Tillich

• Epitheymia---The act 
of consummating Love

• Eros----To place value 
on the beloved

• Philea---To be friends 
with and to the 
beloved

• Agape—To sacrifice 
with, to, and for the 
beloved

Four 
Forms 

of 
Love

Four 
Forms 

of 
Love

Healthy 
Communication 

for Fearless 
Dialogues

Dialogue not a monologue

Requires both or all 
individuals involved in the 
process to be present, 
active, and engaged even if 
it gets tense.

Requires work and 
intentionality
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Fearless Dialogue 
principles

• Create a space where:
a) Failure may occur
b) You celebrate the senses
c) Honor, value, respect, and are 

open to tension 
d) Clarify Boundaries
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